
 

  

Review of 2008-09 Season 

WELCOME  Hello and welcome to the new 

ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ [ŀŘǎΩ ŀƴŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
DƛǊƭǎΩ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ŀƴŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ 
for brigade members and parents to find out what 
The National Band has been doing for the past 
twelve months, what it has planned in the coming 
season and, for those of you who are not familiar 
with the National Band, an opportunity to see what 
ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
exciting year that we have had and thank you for 
your continued support. 
Martyn Hall (Editor) 

SUMMER TOUR OF THE MOSEL, 

GERMANY: A SUCCESS FOR NEW TEAM 

NATIONAL BAND PARADES ON THE INFORMATION SUPERHIGHWAY 

Since the launch of our website (www.nationalband.org.uk) our main website has had over a 1000 unique visitors from 

around the globe and is helping to promote the band and the brigade. It is rapidly developing with media, information and 

you can even pay for band weekends on-ƭƛƴŜΗ hǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ 

information and training between weekends. 

If you have any questions relating to the website please email admin@nationalband.com 

August saw the Band revisit old friends on 

its weeklong tour of the Mosel Valley. We 

performed nine times in just seven days 

and were kept incredibly busy throughout 

with a very well balanced programme of 

routines, parades, concerts, kit 

preparation, team games and fellowship. 

The band was greeted by Herr Schmitt 

and his family, on arrival at the Hotel Bad 

Wildstein, Traben-Trabach, with a huge 

banner displayed across the front of the 

hotel, kicking off the tour on a sunny day 

and, after unpacking we were glad to 

have the afternoon to relax before a 

quick fine-tuning rehearsal. .... 

Continued inside 

 

Visit us at: www.nationalband.org.uk 

http://www.nationalband.org.uk/


SUMMER TOUR CONTINUED 
The first full day started in earnest with a parade and 

bandstand performance in Trarbach in the morning, 

followed by a very well received performance at Briedel 

Wine Festival were we also had the chance to watch the 

dragon boat racing.  

Monday was a rehearsal day where we polished up the 

display followed by an afternoon of swimming at the local 

spa and at the awesome crazy golf. 

The performance at Cochem, preceded by an impromptu happy birthday for a 

local woman who was celebrating 100 years, was the first display that we 

performed. It impressed the crowd so much that when we were in civvies, 

people were overheard watching us again on their camcorders! 

The rest of the performances were made up of a carnival to over 1000 people, a 

street festival, a performance on a ferry, a holiday resort (with a welcoming red 

telephone box) and at a physical recuperation centre and raised over 400 Euros 

and 48 bottles of wine in donations. 

 

Outside of the performances we had a quiz, a games night 

(complete with twister), a school disco, wet team games (where 

someone accidentally threw a bucket of water over the Chaplain), 

an open air communion service, a gang show and the obligatory 

ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ƧƻƪŜǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀŎƘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǊƻƻƳ ŘƻƻǊ 

mysteriously vanishing and someone waking up in a room full of 

balloons).  

 

The kit layout and team competitions were highly competitive with the blue team 

winning the kit layout and the green team just beating them in the team activities. 

With only one day of rain, appreciative audiences and friendly hosts, a fantastic 

time was had by all of the members and staff and I for one look forward to our 

next tour. 

 

ά{ǘǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǘŜǎ 

ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜέ hƭƛǾŜǊΣ 1st Cornet 

άTour was amazing! Every member of the band 

learnt something new and came away liking it 

ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜƴǘέ IŜŀǘƘŜǊΣ .ǳƎƭŜ 

 

άHad a great time, still wish I was there and canΩt 

wait to go again soonέ [ŀǳǊŀΣ CƭǳǘŜ 

 

 

  



 

SEVEN REHEARSAL WEEKENDS: 
FIVE PERFORMANCES 
The band has been very busy over this season performing five 

times over the year. 
In our first full year at our new 
home, Smallwood Manor near 
Uttoxeter, we felt it important 
to get to know our local 
community and as such we 
have performed at a Christmas 
Fayre, done a parade in the 

town centre and a summer fete (with a well timed Spitfire 
flyover bang on the end of Royal Salute! 
Quite a moving element of the 
year was a performance and 
service with last post at the 
National Memorial Arboretum  at 
Alrewas near Burton-Upon Trent. 
It was a very windy and cold 
March weekend, but the band 
turned out and braved the elements. Last Post and prayers at the 
Brigade Memorial Garden was moving and followed by an 
informative lecture and tea before heading back to the school for 
final concert preparations. 

The annual concert at 
William Bradford School in 
9ŀǊƭΩǎ {ƘƛƭǘƻƴΣ [ŜƛŎŜǎǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ 
well received and 
showcased music from 
Fanfares and drum statics 

to traditional marches, Meat Loaf and even a medley of Take 
That music. There was even a conducting debut by one of our 
guests, the Mayor of Longridge! This was the first concert since 
the retirement of our founding Director of Music Lt. Col. Mike 
Syrett, and the quality of musicianship and the broad range of 
music was a testament to the skills that tƘŜ ōŀƴŘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
instructors developed under his leadership. 
The band thoroughly enjoyed performing at the Brigade Band 
Competition before rushing back to join our own company bands 
for the muster. We were impressed with the standard of 
bandmanship at the contest and would love to share fellowship 
and music with you all at our recruitment weekend in October. 
More pictures and information on future events available on our 
website: www.nationalband.org.uk 

NEW LEADERSHIP TEAM READY 
TO TAKE THE BAND INTO THE 
NEXT DECADE 
It has been over a year now since our Director of 
Music Lt. Col. Mike Syrett retired from the brigade 
after 30 years leading the National Band, and after 
seeing the band through this transitional period, 
our Bandmaster, Paul Roberts has also stood down 
to concentrate on family and company 
commitments. 
Despite the sadness of losing these valued 
colleagues and the time and energy which they 
dedicated to the National Band, it has opened the 
door for an experienced team of leaders and 
instructors with a massive collective experience of 
brigade, band and music between them. 
The intention is to have a national band that is a 
flagship for the brigade and can be a source of 
musical and leadership development along with a 
fun and productive place to meet and share with 
other Brigade members from around the country. 
The team looks forward to working with 
companies, bandmasters and brigade members in 
the coming seasons. 

CALLING ALL EX-NASHIE BANDIES 
As part of our 30th Year celebrations the band is 
inviting all ex-national band members to a reunion 
event which coincides with our Christmas band 
weekend. 
The event will be on Saturday 5th December 2009 
at Smallwood Manor, Highfield Road, Uttoxeter. 
Bed, Evening Meal and Breakfast will be available 
all for the fantastic price of £20. All this along with 
memories and music makes this the bargain event 
of the year! Please make sure that you bring 
photos etc. For more information and to book your 
place email Alison on alison@nationalband.org.uk 

http://www.nationalband.org.uk/
mailto:alison@nationalband.org.uk

